124	meister's apprenticeship.
These happy prospects enlivened the whole party: every one
of them gave free course to his hopes, his wishes, his imagina-
tions ; spoke of the parts he would play, and the applause he
would acquire. Melina was considering how he might still, by a
few speedy exhibitions, gain a little money from the people of the
town, before he left it; while others went into the kitchen, to order
a better dinner than of late they had been used to.
chapter IL
after a few days, the Baron came; and it was not without
fear that Melina received him. The Count had spoken of him as
a critic; and it might be dreaded, he would speedily detect the
weakness of the little party, and see that it formed no efficient
troop, there being scarcely a play which they could act in a suit-
able manner. But the manager, as well as all the members, were
soon delivered from their cares, on finding that the Baron was a
man who viewed the G-erman stage with a most patriotic enthusi-
asm, to whom every player, and every company of players, was
welcome and agreeable. He saluted them all with great solem-
nity ; was happy to come upon a German theatre so unexpectedly,
to get connected with i$, and to introduce their native Muses to
the mansion of his relative. He then pulled out from his pocket
a bundle of stitched papers, in which Melina hoped to find the
terms of their contract specified; but it proved something very
different. It was a drama, which the Baron himself had com-
posed, and wished to have played by them: he requested their
attention while he read it. Willingly they formed a circle round
him; charmed at being able with so little trouble to secure the
favour of a man so important; though judging by the thickness
of the manuscript, it was clear that a very long rehearsal might
be dreaded. Their apprehensions were not groundless; the piece
was written in five acts, and that sort of acts which never have an
end.
The hero was an excellent, virtuous, magnanimous and at the
same time misunderstood and persecuted man; this worthy per-
son, after many trials, gained the victory at last over all his ene-
mies ; on whom, in consequence, the most rigorous poetic justice
would have been exercised, had he not pardoned them on the spot.
While this piece was rehearsing, each of the auditors had leisure

